
Plumbing and Sewage 101 

  

When humans are dehydrated, they march through their natural habitat 

to the faucet, and then turn a knob and water somehow appears out of thin 

air. Or, Does it? If you look under the faucet, you will see a series of pipes 

connecting to an underground pipeline called plumbing. What is this 

mysterious pipeline? How does it work? Who made it? All shall be revealed 

in this episode of… explaining things to people that have been living under 

a rock for the past 258 years. 

 

Today, plumbing systems can be incredibly complicated, but there are 

two basic pipes you need to know about, the water supply pipe WSS and the 

drain waste vent DWV. The WSS delivers clean, drinkable water and the 

DWV disposes of wastewater and odor. Both pipes must work properly in 

order to be safe and efficient.  

 

Let me tell you more about the DWV.  It disposes wastewater (also 

called sewage) from your shower, bathtub, washing machine, dishwasher, 

kitchen sink and toilet is all considered sewage.  As reported by Central 

Highlands Water, a typical 4-person household produces around 400–500 

liters of sewage every day!  Liquid waste from business and industry – also 

known as trade waste – is considered sewage or wastewater as well.  

"Sewerage" on the other hand refers to the system of pipes, pumping 

stations and treatment facilities that collect and treat sewage.  

 

Now, a brief history of plumbing and sewerage.  According to Wikipedia, 
during the Neolithic, humans dug the first permanent water wells from where 
vessels could be filled and carried by hand. Wells dug around 6500 BC have 
been found in the jezreel valley.  A primitive indoor, tree bark lined, two-
channel, stone, fresh and wastewater system appears to have featured in 
the houses of in Skara Brae, from around 3000 BCE. Similarly, the ancient 
Greek civilization of Crete, known as the Minoan civilization, was the first 
civilization to use underground clay pipes for sanitation and water supply 
including stone sewers that were periodically flushed with clean water.  In 
addition, some of the earliest evidence of water wells are located in China. 
The Neolithic Chinese discovered and made extensive use of deep drilled 
groundwater for drinking.  “Sewage farms,” which are wastewater application 
to the land for disposal and agricultural use, were operated in Bunzlau 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neolithic


(Silesia -1531), in Edinburgh (Scotland -1650), in Paris (France -1868), in 
Berlin (Germany -1876), and in different parts of the USA since 1871.  In the 
United States, the first sewer systems were built in Chicago and Brooklyn in 
the late 1850’s.  The first sewage treatment plant using chemical 
precipitation was built in Massachusetts in 1890. 

 
Basically, plumbing is a series of pipes that deliver fresh water to your 

house and disposes of wastewater.  It was invented around 3000 BCE.  
Despite centuries of existing, many people still do not have fresh water pipes. 
Four thousand one hundred children die every day from diseases caused by 
contaminated water around the world. That is so sad.  Hopefuly, this will 
change soon and the number of lives lost will be reduced.  That is why we 
should be grateful that we have fresh water delivered directly to our houses 
for the average price of 3₵ per ten gallon. 
  

 


